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accommodation for twenty or thirty patients who can pay,
in an institution which in the view of ninety-nine out
of every hundred of its supporters was meant to be a

charitable hospital for the poor; and they have undertaken
to treat such patients gratuitously.

This, we have maintained throughout, is an injustice to
the poor, who cannot find sufficient accommodation in the

wards set apart for them in the hospital. It is also an

injustice to the medical profession, which has suffered as
no other calling has from the extension of the gratuitous
principle. If this innovation is permitted to pass without a
serious protest a grievous abuse will receive a wide exten-
sion, and the demoralisation of the public as regards its
obligations to medical men a new sanction. This injustice
to the profession is often spoken of as if it affected only
the general practitioner. No doubt he is the chief sufferer,
but the injury to him is only less than to the class of young
consultants, especially in surgery. This is a large and
ever growing class with every year’s progress of science.

It is a class which has achieved great distinction for

surgery in recent years, and one of which we are justly
proud. This class is seriously injured by the extension

to another large section of the community of the gratuitous
principle. If there is a large part of the community
which cannot pay the recognised fees for operations and
for nursing, so also are there many medical men and

nurses who should be able to meet their cases on terms

of arrangement not demoralising to the paying patient.
There are two or three hospital homes in the north of

London which amply meet such cases as are made the

excuse for the new departure, and the staff of the

Great Northern Central Hospital cannot be allowed to

act as if they had only themselves and their own

particular hospital to consider. Their action affects their

own order ; but it affects still more widely the general prac-
titioners with whom they are to enter into new competition,
giving their services on gratuitous terms. In the opinion of
the most experienced and thoughtful members of the pro-
fession they should not have entered into such an arrange-
ment ; they should have declined to be parties to a scheme
for still farther endangering the fair reputation of our

hospitals as charitable institutions for those who cannot

pay, and who are properly to be treated without money
and without price."
The gratuitous terms of our general hospitals have been

much abused. In a purely charitable institution the sense
of shame acts as a check on persons who might other-

wise be tempted to misuse charitable endowments. But

this check is removed when a commercial principle is intro-
duced and the advice of consultants is given for nothing.
Hospitals after all should only be refuges for those whose
homes and whose means are inadequate to the treatment
of their cases. The charitable public has enough to do
to find accommodation for these. All whose position in
life is superior to this should stay at home or find accotu-
modation in hospital homes established on a commercial

basis, and the Existence of such homes in North London

makes the new departure inexcusable.

MEDICAL MAGISTRATE.-Mr. J. Home-Hay, M.D.
Edin., has been appointed a magistrate for the Burgh of
Alloa,

Annotations.
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"1Qe quid nimis."

WE have heard from Dr. Holman, whose energy and un-

ceasing interest in the Royal Medical Benevolent College, its
offshoots, appanages, and developments are well known to
all our readers, the method in which recent increases in the
funds of the institution have been applied. It will be remem-
bered that almost exactly a year ago the governors of Epsom
College authorised an application to Parliament for a Bill to
vary and extend some of the provisions of the Act at that
time in force. One of the principal new powers asked for
was to abolish the almshouses at Epsom, but without pre-
judice to the rights of existing resident pensioners. This

power was obtained some six months later, and at the
biennial festival dinner we handed a cheque for &pound; 1000 to

Dr. Holman, the treasurer, to be the nucleus of a fund for
the purpose of enabling the council to grant increased

pensions in lieu of residences. We learn that the present
number of pensioners resident at Epsom has now been
reduced to eleven and these poor old folk cling to their little
homes and decline to leave them. To do so is not only
within their rights, but so natural that we cannot but

sympathise with the feeling which impels them to object to
change. The one underlying notion of a haven of rest must
be that the shelter should be permanent and that the

sheltered should not be called upon to change his abode, and
this restful principle has been recognised. As, moreover, the

average age of the eleven pensioners who have elected to
remain at Epsom is seventy-six, their period of tenure in the
nature of things cannot now extend over many years. The
treasurer informs us that a portion of our donation has now
been utilised by raising certain of the pensions to .t30, a pro-
ceeding with which we are entirely in accord, feeling that a
gift is no gift at all when unduly hedged about with condi-
tions, and that by as much as a donation can be made pro-
ductive of immediate good and comfort by so much are its
best purposes served. We understand that no more admis-
sions to the asylum can now take place under the new Act,
and consider that the scheme proposed by Dr. Holman of
raising the existing pensions of all in turn from E21 to 30,
giving precedence to the seniors, is the kindest and most

practical method of assisting the pensioners.

WHAT’S IN A NAME ?

THE developments of modern chemistry and the growth
of synthetic compounds call continually for the multiplica
tion of proper names. If the names are to indicate the

composition they become polysyllabic and ponderous. To the
chemist who is fond of tracing the relationship to other
compounds such names may be a source of pleasure, but the
busy practitioner is apt to shudder whenever he meets with
the ominous words, "its chemical composition may be
expressed by the name of ......"; and he metaphorically
takes a deep breath before attempting to proceed in ore
expiratory effort. So well is this recognised that names for
new drogs are commonly made up out of physiological
or pathological terms ; sometimes with the happy result

of coining an applicable term which shall endure ;
sometimes, however, hastily bestowing a title to which

subsequent experience shows that the drug has no

claim. So long as the name does not hamper progress
perhaps little harm is done, although there is some incon-
venience in having to bear in mind that, though the name
promises the p3ssession of certain physiological or therapeutic
properties, the drug should only be used for some totally
different purposes. Notwithstanding such difficulties, it
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should always be easy to coin new names which do not
appear to be obvious imitations of names already used and
generally recognised ; such imitations are apt to cause con.
fusion and even to be a source of danger. From an adver-
tisement we note the introduction of a new synthetic com-
pound which is described as an antipyretic, antitoxic, anti-

neuralgic, and anti-rheumatic ; it is stated to strengthen
the heart’s action ; and because it is intended for treat-

ing diseases in which "toxsemia" is liable to be en-

countered it is to be called" antitoxine "-a name which

(without the final" e") has already been appropriated, and
is in these days in everyone’s mind. The nnal "e" has

already given trouble enough in Anglicising the official names
of alkaloids, and it may still be questioned whether the
distinction conveyed by its use has yet been fully recognised.
Even when pronounced quickly little difference can be
detected between antitoxin and antitoxine, hence, as these
two have nothing in common but the name, it is obvious that
the similarity must prove a snare and a pitfall from which
the profession and the public should be protected, and we
hope to learn shortly that the newcomer has gracefully with-
drawn from a title to which another holds a prior claim.

THE CHINESE AND THEIR WOUNDED.

THAT war is or is not a necessity of civilisation and pro-
gress is a question upon which arguments have by no means
been exhausted ; but while war exists the humanitarian has
a right to demand that the suffering which it necessarily
entails shall be reduced to as small a degree as possible.
This is a sentiment which is shared by every nation with the
smallest pretension to be called civilised ; but the Chinese
during the progress of the present war with Japan do not
seem to have had any such feeling towards the wounded.
And to make the matter sentimentally, if not morally, worse,
it is their own wounded who have been in question. From
Pekin comes the story that after the naval battle at Port
Arthur a telegram was sent to Tientsin for a surgeon, and a
medical man at once volunteered to go if he were equipped
with the necessary medical stores and surgical instruments.
This demand the authorities refused to accede to, and the
wounded were consequently neglected. It is also stated that
the Chinese warships are very inadequately supplied with
medical and surgical stores, a matter in which the contrast
between China and Japan is very marked.

WORKHOUSE FORMALITIES.

IT is clearly impossible that any social mechanism of

widely extended usefulness can be capable of exact adapta-
tion to the convenience of individuals. Certainly no such
elasticity can be expected in our Poor-law system. Never-

theless, it is advisable that the most should be made of such
adaptation where this is rational and possible, and especially
if necessity and not mere convenience presses for its exercise.
This patent fact, as we may judge from a recent instance,
is apt to be overlooked at times, whether from inadver-
tence or other causes, by the executive agents of our

administrative machinery. A fortnight ago a pauper died
in Croydon Infirmary under distressing circumstances. The

poor man, a lodger, being ill, had applied for admit-

tance on the previous day, and had been furnished by the
relieving officer and the parochial surgeon with the requi-
site papers. On his presenting these, through a deputy,
for final supervision to the former official, however, an i
objection was raised on the ground of his non-attendance in
person. He was compelled, therefore, with much difficulty
and in bad weather, to attend a second time, and after much
delay, which did not end even within the gates of the work-
house, he found a resting place for the night and a prospect
of medical attendance-which he received the next day
about three hours before he died. It is much to be regretted

that the important fact that this man suffered from irregular
action of the heart, doubtless associated with cardiac

incompetence, was at first either unobserved or did not

suggest by symptoms of obvious urgency the necessity
for immediate and more watchful attention. We fail to

see, moreover, why, under any circumstances, his earlier and
easier admission should not have been possible. Having
once been seen and certified by the relieving officer and his
medical chief, there was no occasion for him again to visit
the former. It was admitted at the inquest that the required
order might be issued to a messenger from the patient.
Indeed, it is customary in like cases for a second visit, if
needful, to be made by the relieving officer himself. This

arrangement would certainly have been preferable, and the
patient’s admission might then have been accomplished by
means of the parish ambulance-undoubtedly the best method
in the circumstances. It was likewise unfortunate that
earlier notice was not taken of the condition of a newly
admitted inmate. Whether the pursuance of these merciful

measures would have greatly affected the issue in his case we
cannot say. --_

TYPHOID FEVER AT NEWPORT.

THE course of events at Newport in the Isle of Wight is.
we regret to say, the reverse of satisfactory. The prevalence
of typhoid fever continues, and we learn that attacks have
also occurred in Carisbrooke, in Parkhurst Birracks and

Prison, and in some other localities. This incidence of the
disease adds further force to the suspicion that it is the

public water service that has given rise to the epidemic ;
for where the water goes, whether within or without the

borough boundary, there the fever has appeared. On the
other hand, whatever effect any faulty sewers in Newport
may have in promoting extension of the disease, this effect
must necessarily be limited to the sewer area, and cannot
account for extensions of the disease which are altogether
beyond that area. It is reported that Mr. Baldwin Latham
has been asked by the corporation to visit Newport and to
advise as to its wells. His well-known views as to the

danger to which chalk wells are liable by reason of soakage
of filth from cesspools, &c., are, if acted on in this case, likely
to have an important influence on the future of the New-
port supply, quite irrespectively of the immediate cause of
this long-sustained fever prevalence. In the meantime, we
would strongly urge that all water should continue to be
boiled before being used for domestic purposes, and having
regard to the use of water in connexion with what has been
aptly termed "dairy purposes," and which includes the
washing of cans, &c., we feel certain that the boiling of milk
should be carried out equally with the boiling of potable
water. 

___

THE RECENT FLOODS.

WE trust the various sanitary authorities concerned are

fully awake to the necessity of taking very energetic and
exceptional measures to mitigate the dangers likely to arise
from the recent serious floods. Unfortunately, in the thickly
populated districts which have suffered there are other evils
to cope with besides the water. Even London is not alto-

gether safe from the after-effects of the floods, for we cannot
say to what extent they may in the Thames Valley have con-
tributed to pollute the water-supply. There is potential
though not very great danger, we venture to think, under
the circumstances, from the large number of carcases of

animals which have been drowned and which are being
conveyed here and there by the swollen stream. We must,
however, view the needing and overflow of sewers with
much greater apprehension. When yards and streets are
under water the sewage in cesspools and sewers is brought
to the surface, is conveyed by the floods into the cellars


